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CODE JOSHUA is a call for emergency assistance, uniquely created for individuals and
families living with autism. Its purpose is to sensitize first responders to recognize, respond
to, and safely approach individuals on the autism spectrum and other persons with
intellectual developmental disabilities (IDD). It immediately alerts police officers,
firefighters, health care workers, and other personnel to respectfully approach autistic
citizens in a crisis with sensitivity and caution.

The Inspiration for CODE JOSHUA
It started as a peaceful evening out for the Rich family – mom Mizpah Brown-Rich, dad
Kerry Rich and son Joshua. They strolled into Joshua’s favorite restaurant for dinner. The
atmosphere was busy, so they knew Joshua’s sensory triggers would likely flare up. Kerry
decided to take Joshua for a walk to calm his anxiety, but an unexpected phone call by a
stranger to the local police created a heightened level of discomfort. It was this experience
that became the inspiration for CODE JOSHUA. 

Accessing CODE JOSHUA in Crisis Situations
Joshua’s Gift, a (501)(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization, is creating a robust registry for
individuals with autism and IDD to guide appropriate crisis response by 911 dispatchers.
Families can enter their dependent's profile into a CODE JOSHUA database that provides
quick access to descriptive information about individuals living with autism and IDD. First
responders in the field will utilize the individual’s profile information to familiarize
themselves with the crisis behaviors and exercise appropriate responses using trained    
 de-escalation techniques for a safe outcome.

How to Help
Visit the Donate page to learn how supporters can help Joshua's Gift raise funds for the
CODE JOSHUA registry and other needs. Joshua's Gift also seeks donations for a special
CODE JOSHUA window decal to alert emergency personnel and others that someone with
autism is present. 

CODE JOSHUA
Helping first responders recognize and safely
approach individuals on the autism spectrum.

All donations go directly to support individuals
living with autism and their families.
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By Mizpah Brown-Rich
Founder and CEO, Joshua's Gift

In the year 2001, I gave birth to a beautiful baby boy. My
husband and I reveled in parenthood and our hopes for
the future, until one phone call changed our lives forever.
 
At the tender age of 2 years old, our son, Kasten Joshua
Rich, was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Like many other families, we did not know what to expect,
and the grieving process ensued. For three days, my
husband and I cried as we tried to process the diagnosis.
Finally, on that third day, my husband said, “Joshua is a gift.
It’s time to roll up our sleeves and go to work for him!”

From that moment on, we advocated  for Joshua and
made sure he had every resource necessary. The diagnosis
took a significant toll on our family, both mentally and
financially, but love triumphed. 

When you don’t understand why you can’t hold your child
or how they will make friends at school, you learn to look
at life through a new lens. For us, that meant seeing hope
and opportunity at every corner and doing everything we
could to ensure that our son had a fighting chance.  

JOSHUA'S GIFT
Discovering beauty through advocacy,
opportunity, and unparalleled love.

Kasten Joshua Rich 

Mizpah Brown-Rich

We welcomed a baby girl, Kassia Rich, a few years after Joshua's 

diagnosis. She and her big brother have
taught us more about resilience, love, and
compassion than we ever imagined.

As we remain active in the autism
community, we recognize the need for
families to have support and access to
inclusive and engaging activities. This,
coupled with the desire to do more, became
our inspiration for Joshua’s Gift.

http://joshuasgift.org/
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By Kerry Rich
Founder and CFO, Joshua's Gift

When Mizpah gave birth to our beautiful Joshua, I was excited
about becoming a father. I looked forward to preparing him for
life the way my father had prepared me. We’d have fun
together, too – going to ball games, having adventures together
in the special way dads and sons do. 

When we learned that Joshua had Autism Spectrum Disorder, I
thought all my plans had been destroyed. It wasn’t just that
Joshua couldn’t play and respond to me like other children do.
Autism was so new to Mizpah and me. I didn’t know what
Joshua needed, let alone how to give it to him. I was terrified.

A FATHER'S LOVE
Accepting the privilege of raising a child who
lives every day with joy and innocence.

Kerry Rich

Mizpah and I cried together and mourned the child we thought we had lost. Yes, to us, it
was a time of mourning as we let go of the child we thought we would have.

Then we realized we had not lost a child but an idea of a child. We still had our beautiful,
loving Joshua, and he still needed our help, guidance, and most of all, our love. So I rolled
up my sleeves and got to work learning all I could about autism and how I could be the
father he deserved.

Joshua is not a burden but a gift, like every child is. He is a special blessing because he
sees the world with such innocence and trust, and he allows us to share his vision. It is my
job to protect his innocence and help him remain the loving soul that he is to us. It is not
an easy task to raise a child with autism but Jooshua is one of the treasures in our family.
He can't dress himself and may always need someone to hold his hand as he crosses the
street. He may not be able to interact with us the way a typical adult would, and he may
never be able to live a life of independence, yet Joshua gives us so much more than we
ever expected. 

We are privileged to share every day with him.
He is so precious and I cannot imagine not
having him as my son.



AUTISM FACTS
What is Autism Spectrum Disorder?
Visit Joshua's Gift to learn about the definition, diagnosis and management of Autism
Spectrum Disorder. 

65-70% of justice system-involved youth have a disability – that is three times higher
than the rate for youth without disabilities. (Coalition for Juvenile Justice)
In a survey of law enforcement officers who rated themselves as confident in identifying
a person with an intellectual developmental disability (IDD), only 30% could. (California
State Council on Developmental Disabilities)
People with IDD are 1.58-3% of the general population but represent 4-10% of the prison
population. (California State Council on Developmental Disabilities)
Caregivers report 13% of their autistic children used at least one emergency service in a
two-month period, and 20% of autistic children have had encounters with law
enforcement officers by the age of 2. (autismspectrumnews.org)

Use brief, simple instructions on the scene.
Approach with empathy and patience.
Attempt to de-escalate by meeting the individual’s sensory and communication needs.
Preserve the rights of the individual.
Mitigate the risk of harm through preparation.
Respond with the least amount of force needed for safety.

Autism and Law Enforcement

Tragic Encounters
In 2016, police in Florida shot a therapist who had been trying to calm an autistic man. 

In 2013, a 26-year-old man with Down syndrome died of asphyxiation after being restrained
by off-duty deputies in a movie theater.

Recommended Tactics and Responses for First Responders

– California State Council on  Developmental Disabilities
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https://joshuasgift.org/education/
https://www.juvjustice.org/blog/971
https://scdd.ca.gov/
https://scdd.ca.gov/
https://autismspectrumnews.org/educating-first-responders-to-improve-encounters-with-autistic-individuals/
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/unarmed-south-florida-man-hands-shot-police-video-article-1.2719331
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/parents-sue-deputies-death-man-down-syndrome-maryland-movie-theater-flna8C11416484
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/parents-sue-deputies-death-man-down-syndrome-maryland-movie-theater-flna8C11416484
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/parents-sue-deputies-death-man-down-syndrome-maryland-movie-theater-flna8C11416484
https://scdd.ca.gov/
https://scdd.ca.gov/
https://scdd.ca.gov/
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DONATE
Help raise awareness and support families by
donating to the Joshua's Gift Foundation.

Joshua’s Gift is a non-profit charitable organization with
501(c)(3) tax-exempt status in the United States. All
monetary donations are tax-deductible.

All donations go directly to the
CODE JOSHUA project to
protect and support individuals
living with autism.

Supporters of Joshua's Gift can
help the non-profit organization
raise awareness of autism and
provide support to families of
persons on the autism spectrum.

Donors also can receive this
attention-getting window decal 
 to help alert emergency
personnel and others that a
person with autism is nearby.

For information on donating to
the Joshua's Gift Foundation,
visit JoshuasGift.org/Donate. Donate to Joshua's Gift and receive this window decal to

display in your car, at home or anywhere you want to let
others know that someone with autism is present.

https://joshuasgift.org/donate-today/
https://joshuasgift.org/get
https://joshuasgift.org/donate-today/


CONTACT US
Mailing Address
Joshua’s Gift, Inc.
39270 Paseo Padre Pkwy
Suite 118 
Fremont, CA 94538

Email
info@joshuasgift.org

Phone
510-468-7753

Facebook
@joshuasgiftorg

Instagram
joshuasgift7

Twitter
@JoshuasGiftInc 
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